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Septic Tank Effluent Tee Maintenance

Effluent tee filters are approved for installat@tthe outlet of the septic tank in lieu of an eutee. When
installed on a septic tank, an appropriate outieec must be installed and maintained at gradetfamdlter
must be inspected and cleaned regularly but at ¢egaan annual basis. Consult a pumper (that kryous
system) as far as their recommended interval fecking/cleaning. Failure to do so may result baak up.
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Proper Care and Maintenance of Your Septic System

Septic systems are individual wastewater treatrsgstems (conventional septic systems, innovatiwesfative (I/A)
systems, or cesspools) that use the soil to treall svastewater flows, usually from individual hasn@&hey are
typically used in rural or large lot settings wheemntralized wastewater treatment is impractical.

There are many types of septic systems in use t&tlhife all systems are individually designed facle site, most
systems are based on the same principles.

A conventional septic system consists of a septik,t
A Conventional . L .
Septic System sometimes a pump chamber/tank, a distribution aod,
a drain field, all connected by pipes, called cgavee
lines.

Your septic system treats your household wastevigter
temporarily holding it in the septic tank where h\ea
solids and lighter scum are allowed to separata fiee
wastewater. This separation process is known asapyi
treatment. The solids stored in the tank are decseg
by bacteria and later removed, along with the &ght
scum, by a professional septic tank pumper.

After partially treated wastewater leaves the ténkows into a distribution box, which separatbs flow evenly
into a network of drain field trenches. Drainagéebat the bottom of each line allow the wastewatelrain into
gravel trenches for temporary storage. This effitiean slowly seeps into the subsurface soil whessfurther

treated and purified (secondary treatment). A pilgdanctioning septic system does not pollute gheundwater.

Regular Maintenance isthe single most important consideration in making sure your septic system, whether itisa
conventional septic system, an innovative/alternative (1/A) system, or a cesspool, works well over time.

An amazing number of system owners believe thie§ haven't had any problems with their systehey tlon't

need to pump out their tanks. Unfortunately thia &erious and sometimes costly misconception.olis gystem is
used, solid materials settle to the bottom of #mk forming asludge layer. Grease and lightweight materials float to
the surface of the septic tanksaam.

Normally, properly designed tanks have enough sfmagp to 3 to 5 years' safe accumulation of studifhen the
sludge level increases beyond this point, sewagéesa time to settle properly before leaving #mkt As the sludge
level increases, more solid wastes escape intsdihabsorption system (SAS). If the SAS becomed@gged that it
cannot absorb liquid at the rate at which it entieestank, the plumbing will "back up" or unsanjtarastewater will
bubble to the surface.

Remember: Regular pumping helps prevent solids gsoaping into the drain field, clogging soil poréile
pumping frequency is a function of use, MassDE®menends that systems be pumpddeastkvery 3 years for
homes not having a garbage disposal. If the hosgstem has a garbage disposal, it should be puspag year.

When hiring a pumper, be sure the local Board dlthenas licensed them, and always make sure yoa p@id
receipt that spells out the transactions detadsv(many gallons were pumped out of the tank, the,dhe charges,
and any other pertinent results). The pumper igired to send a copy of this report to the locahBloof Health.



